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Monthly Competition - February  
Bob Miller was our judge for the first com-

petition of 2010.  He lectures in Photogra-

phy & Graphic Design at the University of 

Canberra and originally trained as an artist 

printmaker and sculptor. He has always had 

a keen interest in photography since he 

was 12 years old and has worked as a 

commercial photographer in areas such as 

press, sport, portraiture, weddings and his 

current specialization,  archaeological pho-

tography.   

Bob was entertaining, informative and extremely enthusiastic about our images 

This gave rise to an extraordinarily high number of top ranked images causing 

some of us to wonder if the big guy on the sled pulled by reindeers had made a 

surprise return visit. 

Image of the Night was awarded to Graeme Watsonôs - Benny.  ñThis shot of 

my youngest grandson Benjamin (4y/o) was taken at dinner on Christmas Day 

when I was fooling around telling the kids that the doctor said I had to wear 

these special glasses after my recent cataract operation. Then, of course, they 

all had to try them on, one after the other. Benny was the last and I grabbed my 

camera (Lumix G1) which was on the table and fired off several shots, all hand 

held at about 1/40 sec. The background was very messy and it was only a cou-

ple of weeks ago while at Questacon with my granddaughter that I noticed the 

spiral pattern and recognised it as a perfect background for Bennyò. 
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Anton van de Zandtôs - Bee ñIt was taken in 

my backyard in Gundaroo, handheld, up close, 

and cropped but no macro with a GH1 Lumix, 

Panasonic. What I was trying to achieve is 

fairly obvious, as good an image as I could get 

of a working bee. There was no critique from 

the judge, other than saying he would be 

proud to call it his own, great compliment I 

thoughtò. 

 

  

Brian Ropeôs - Portrait of Ken Teoh  ñIt is a composite of numerous images. The man portrayed is Ken 

Teoh, a Canberra-based public sector lawyer. Outside of his profession, Ken has a passion for conducting 

wonderful choral music. During 2008-09 I had opportunities to listen to, photograph (and sing with) some of 

Kenôs choirs. I hope this montage reveals something of Kenôs passion and the joy he creates for those who 

share his music. In the background I have 

placed a paled down image of some of the 

members of one of his choirs. I have also 

added a transparent layer over parts of the 

image using an image of some sheet music 

of one of Ken's arrangements - you can see 

the words "Arr. K. Teoh" in the bottom right 

corner of the image. I learned from the judge 

that viewers can see things in images which 

the author did not intend to be part of the 

message - in this case, the Aboriginal ele-

ments in a portrait of a Malaysian man were 

not intended to convey any message other 

than revealing a little about Ken. 

  

 

 

Kim Wooôs - Huangshan Mountains ñTaken with a handheld 

Olympus E410, ISO100, 1/200 s exp, f/5.6, focal length 40mm, 

the image shows the southern peaks of Huangshan Mountains, 

southeast China. The excursion gave me sore legs, knees and 

back for days afterwards but it was worth it.  

With this photograph I was trying to capture the beauty of both 

the geological features and the atmospheric quality of the moun-

tains in late afternoon. Framed by the arch formed between three 

rocks the view hides a deep ravine between where I was stand-

ing and those peaks.  

From the critique given by the judge, I learnt that the perception 

of optimum contrast differed greatly between viewers and equip-

ment.  
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Ray Osmotherlyôs - Vinyard ñThe image 

was taken at the Hardy's vinyard opposite 

Strathnairn in Holt.  On first viewing the vine-

yard I was intrigued by the pattern created by 

the combined perspectives of the rows. Tak-

ing it in winter gave a somewhat harsh effect 

and allowed the perspective of the vines to 

be obvious which may not have been the 

case in summer when the leaves were fully 

developed and the rows not so defined I 

learnt from the judge that his and my ideas of 

composition were similar. (He liked the off-

centre aspect of the image.) He commented 

that there was no spot which was absolutely 

pin-point sharp. I realised I should be more 

careful with focussing. It would have been 

better if I'd used a slower shutter speed to 

gain a smaller aperture and so have greater depth of field. This would have made the use of a tri-

pod necessary but would have given greater clarity from close-up to distant detailsò.  

 

 

 

Bill Laurieôs - Butterfly  "This image was 

taken near Jerrabomberra Creek south of 

Queanbeyan using a Nikon D70S and the 

new Nikon Micro 85mm lens. Taking this im-

age, I was working with the very shallow 

depth of field typical of a macro lens and was 

looking to capture a well composed image 

that used the angle of light to emphasise the 

natural colours of the butterfly while maintain-

ing clarity of the butterfly's wings and anten-

nae." 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony Brownôs - Wobbegong Eye, Jervis Bay  
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Brian Jonesô Bowerbird Female - ñShot from our kitchen 

window in June 2009.  We had a satin bowerbird bower in 

our back yard and I watched the birds come and go for 

several months and recorded their behaviour.  Here a 

female bird is performing a display next to the bowerò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Brian Jonesô MTB Corner - ñShot at the World 

Mountain Bike Championships at Stromlo in Sep-

tember 2009.  I was trying to capture the maximum 

lean on the bike to indicate speed and to show the 

aggression and involvement of the rider (including 

through the eyes).  The femininity of the rider 

makes a nice counterbalance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lizbeth Westraôs - Lizard With Atti-

tude  ñI was out and about with my cam-

era when my sister happened to notice 

this little lizard. I was happy I just hap-

pened to have my zoom lens on. He 

was a funny little thing as he came 

closer and closer when I photographed 

him as if he wanted to try and scare me 

away. I have sharpened and cropped 

only a bit in Photoshop CS3 before, no 

changes after competition night as the 

judge didn't give me any suggestions for 

improvementò. 
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Lizbeth Westraôs - Keeping Bal-

ance ñA photo of the ball in front of 

the National Gallery of Australia. 

The pointy sculpture just happened 

to be underneath the ball so I was 

flat on my stomach trying to position 

the ball on top of it. Not much was 

done in Photoshop, only a bit of ad-

justing curves and saturation. Noth-

ing has been adjusted since compe-

tition night as the judge didn't give 

me any suggestions for improve-

mentò. 

 

 

 

 

Dave Bassettôs - Silos 2  ñThis was 

taken between Boorowa and Cowra. 

I had photographed it before but I 

wanted to capture the dramatic 

clouds on this occasion.  

The image is from a three shot HDR 

(2 stop increments). It was worked 

in Photomatix and Photoshopò.  

  

 

 

 

 

Dave Bassettôs - Dracula's Min-

ions ñA montage of 3 shots. I re-

moved some of the bats in the group 

of smaller one in an attempt to ob-

tain a more pleasing composition. 

The original images were taken with 

a canon 100-400 zoom with ISO set 

at 800 to give me enough speed to 

stop the rapid movement. Camera 

was set on rapid fire and AI focus. I 

managed to cut a lot of these guys 

in half in the processò.  
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Viv Moirôs - Passionflower  ñI loved the amazing patterns 

and lines of this flower. I used my trusty snap and shoot on 

macro to try and capture the beautiful detail and coloursò. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viv Moirôs - Gladioli  ñI took this picture originally because of the 

lilac colour but I decided to experiment with black and white. Was 

quite amazed how the matt paper gave this flower a 3D effect. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andre® Lawreyôs - Grounded Weathervane  ñA grab shot taken 

on a visit to friends in Gundaroo, where this retired weathervane 

is now a garden ornament.  I loved its stark simplicity against the 

backlit shadecloth.  The reversed letters and directions add to the 

fun.  The N is clipped because it sits right at the edge of the 

shadecloth.  The judge regretted that and the darker bar above 

the cock's head; I have since done what I can to remedy these 

issues. 
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