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Monthly Competition - September

(Thanks to Murray Foote for writing this i
Murray notes that fABob Cooper judged our |
in the nor mal format of Open plus a Set S

nately, no-one thought to present an image of a précis of a book.

We had Abstract as a set subject a couple of years ago and the response was
|l ess than overwhel ming. I't must have
tise that spurred a greater response because there was a very high participation

in the Set subject. No less than 73% of A Grade entries and 85% of B Grade
entries were for Abstract.

beenr

Entries in A Grade monochrome were a bit low but at least they were much
more numerous than B Grade Projected Images. The level of these has been
very consistent through the year and Faramarz is still holding on to his claim to
the trophy through his single entry in the first Competition.

The quality of entries in B Grade and in A Colour was generally very good. So
was Bob Cooperds analysis of the i mages, C
a few curiosities, though. He thought the A Grade colour section was altogether

too good and though he wanted to award them all 5s he settled for one or two.

And the image of the night didnét even
was good, t oo, t hat he marked down at
the set subject welll Not many Judges

|l mage of the night went to Margaret
eater. Mar gar et explains that, ithis
lands and the colour struck me as being unusual for nature photography so |
decided to use it to my advantage.

get
| ea.
hav

Leggo
phot

Using Photoshop | \
selected the bright |}/
yell ow on

wing and then in-
verted the selection
so that everything
but the yellow on the
birdo6bs Wi n
lected. | then desatu- &
rated all the back- £ 1
ground yellow to al-
low the bird to stand
out. A little bit of
sharpening and crop-
ping to pull the bird
over to the corner,
and that was all there was to it. As the bird was too far from the camera to ever

be used as a photo of a bird in its
(Continued on page 2)
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New Holland Honeyeater by Margaret Leggoe
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(continued from page 1) MONthly Competition - September

Bob Cooper awarded top marks to the following five
images.

Kim Woo explains that, AT 0
a 9cm x 9cm (height by outer diameter) cylindrical ce-
ramic foam lamp shade, lit by candlelight. Taken with
an Olympus E-410 at /9.0, 1/250s and 1SO100 set-
tings.
The primary image was reduced to black and white
and then selectively coloured through layering in Pho-
toshop Elements 6.
I chose strong colours to mimic stained glass. The
shapes were cut free-hand to produce a fluid effect
which befits the random shapes of the cavities in the
|l amp shadeo.
Abstract by Kim Woo
Russel|l Hunt notes that, At his
perimented with combining a portrait with an extreme
distortion of an architectural form.
| could say that final abstract image represents the
restrictions placed upon those searching for racial
equality but in reality, I just

(Continued on page 3)

The Captured Eye by Russell Hunt

Capital Image News - October 2009, published by the Canberra Photographic Society Page 2



(Continued from page 2) Monthly Competition - AUgUSt

Brian Jones describ
one of a series of 28 people around re-
tirement age, where the theme of the se-
ries is to cel ebrTe ¢
fine detail speaks of age, but the empha-
sis is on capturing an expression that
sparkles with life. The photo is a candid
shot taken with available light under a
garden umbrella. | converted the image
to monochrome with channel mixer, opti-
mised contrast, sharpened slightly and
toned using a fill layer in soft light blend-
ing mode.

Technical Details: F9 @ 1/100; 70-200
at 97mm; Canon 400D; RAW

Karen by Brian Jones

Trish Grice provided the fol-
lowing description of her im- &
age: Awhen | S
ture with all the writing on it, ,

the words o6Lif
attention for the set topic of
abstract. | thought it was
abstract enough to fit the ¢
bill. 1 i ke the

the picture is out of focus as
if the word itself suggests life
dissolving into anything you
want it to. | also liked the
colours in the shot.  Techni-
cal Details: f5.6 1/125 1SO
1600.

Life Is by Trish érice

(Continued on page 4)

Capital Image News - October 2009, published by the Canberra Photographic Society Page 3



(Continued from page 3) Monthly Competition - AUgUSt

Jayne Griffiths described
her i mage a&was
trying to photograph bees
on flowers with a friends
macro lens. It was my first
time using a macro lens and
| was getting some okay
images of bees just sitting
on the white flowers. | spot-
ted this bee on a pink flower
for a change and so | was
annoyed when he flew off
just as | pressed the shutter.
However, after reviewing the
photo on my computer | was
surprised with the result - in
a good way. The judge said
that it represented a busy
bee very well, | liked his
comment as that is how |
see the image. At the time
of taking | would have pre-
ferred the bee to have re-
mained on the flower, how-
ever, with hindsight there is '
nothing | would change Bee & Flower by Jayne Griffiths
about the image.

There were many other fine entries and the following are a selection of some of those that scored a 4 out 5.

Graeme Watson tells us that,
"My Mum was taken at
Campbell Park near the air-
port a couple of months ago
when | was looking for birds
to photograph. The young
lambs were gambolling and
the light was just right when
this one came up to its
mother and rubbed against
her.

| was trying to achieve bird
shots but this was second
best o.

Taken on a Lumix G1 with
14mm to 200mm

My Mom by Graeme Watson

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4y MONthly Competition - August

Mario Sanguineti described

his abstract image as fol- ‘ i ‘ - )
| ows , wasfi taken while Vi J i \ N
sking in 2008 with an l' / |
’ / X N\
.

8.5 mega pixel Canon SLR
Digital Camera.

| was trying to capture the ¥ )
straight skinny gum trees
against a shadows caused
by similar trees. Basically, |
wanted to achieve an ab-
stract form caused by darker
gum trees and blue-white
snow drift.

If | was to change anything |
might make the trees a little

dar ker o.

Snow Jail by Mario Sanguineti

l an Marshall provided us with the f ol ika&cwoppedimayeveite ri pti C
mi ni mal Photoshop treat ment. Did nothing that I woul d
really know how.

Taken with Canon EOS 400D 1/80 second f 4.5 using 75 -300 zoom at 135mm hand held. One of about a
dozen shots of a streetlight fitting near the Governor

| saw the dual reflection of the well known images and thought that there was an interesting picture there.

For the competition | had worked on two other i mages,
As a last effort | completed this image to print in 30minutes, including mat cutting.

| simply cropped the photo
tightty around the ball
shape so that the interest-
ing image drew attention to
itself, then heavily burnt in
the edges in a rough man-
ner, not trying to disguise
the technique. Printed on
liford Gallerie Smooth
Gloss paper on a Canon
iP6700D printer.

This image stood out be-
cause of the sharp focus
and polish of the glass with
the abstract image inside. It
reminds me of a Chinese
glass ball with a painting on
the inside.

The judge didnot make any
comment which would sug-
gest an improvement.

| would have liked to be
able to present the print

without square cornerso. Image by lan Marshall
(Continued on page 6)
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