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Peter chose Margaret Leggoe’s portfolio The ACT’s Smallest Residents as the

AEEER AT - winning entry. He noted that nature photography of this quality required high
Membership Form 14  levels of technical skill, patience and understanding of the subject matter.
Important Dates 15  Margaret provided the following description of her winning portfolio:

Information and Contacts 15  “For a couple of years now, | have been putting together a personal collection of
bird and other wildlife photos. Why? Because time spent observing nature
somehow gives me im-
mense pleasure, and if |
can record some of it, then
that is a bonus.

| thought | would put to-
gether a portfolio of wildlife
photographed at one of my
favourite locations over the
past year. But the diver-
gent species, ranging from
foxes to ducks and weebills
did not sit well together as
a collection. Instead, | de-
cided to select a group of
birds from the ACT based
on some common feature,
in this case, size. So
really, it was the birds, not
I, who decided the portfolio.

At great embarrassment to
my offspring, | waddle off

Brown Thornbill

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1) Monthly Competition - AUgUSt

into the bush in the early hours of
the morning pushing an old wheel-
chair laden with my gear. The
ideal location for small birds is a
small clearing, where | can push
my chair between bushes on one
side, the other side having a mix-
ture of dead and foliated
branches. | have joined the Can-
berra Ornithological Group, from
whom | learn which locations are
most frequented by birds.

Once comfortably set up in my
wheel chair, with a camouflage
bag pulled over me and the cam-
era, | can remain fairly still for up
to 2 hours, though it usually only
takes about 20 minutes for the
birds to forget | am there.

| use a 300 mm. f2.8 prime lens
with a x2 extender, and mono-
pod. | rarely use a polarizing filter
because | generally work within
two hours of sunrise when the light
is soft. Bracketing and high speed
continuous shooting are essential Red-Browed Finch
because one often switches rap-
idly from focusing on a bird high in
a tree with the sky behind to one
low down. It is also essential to
have the sun behind you. Even
with side lit birds, the colour is
poor and the autofocus has more
difficulty.

Afterwards, in Photoshop, | prefer
Lab mode to saturate the colours
just a little. If sharpening where
there is fine detail | use unsharp
mask with a low radius and low
threshold, sometimes setting the
layer to “darker color’ to avoid
those ugly bright halos.

| really don’t have a favourite in
the collection, but | guess if |
wanted a painting done, the Brown
Thornbill perched on the edge of
the richly coloured brown and
green foliage would be the best
subject”.

Yellow-Faced Honeyeaters

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2) MOﬂth|y Competition - AUgUSt

Wee Bill

ontinued on page 4)

Yellow Rumped Thornbill
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(Continued from page 3) Monthly Competition - AUgUSt

Rufus Whistler

Diamond Finch

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4y MONthly Competition - August

Our judge though that Dave Bassett’s portfolio was worthy of receiving a highly commended award.

Dave explained that “The portfolio is about Canberra and Architecture. All except 'Babel' are HDR's proc-
essed in Photomatix and 'tweaked' in Photoshop.

| figured Babel probably didn't fit into the theme so much as it is more of a landscape, but | like the image
and decided to include it anyway. | also concluded that it really needed a shot of 'new' Parliament House,
but I didn't have anything suitable. | have since rectified this situation (too late).

It was great to feature in the winning entries and | thought Margaret was a very worthy overall winner. The
patience and skill to consistently take good bird photographs is definitely beyond me”.

Babel

Museum Skyline (Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5) MONthly Competition - August

Night At The Museum

Observatory

FRAE TR

O L

Old Parliament House (Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6) MONthly Competition - August

Walkway

Murray Foote’s portfolio was also highly commended and he has provided individual descriptions for each
image.

“The first image shows Dallas Frasca and Geoff Curran (“Dallas Frasca and her Gentleman”). This is Steve
Fox’s pick as the image for the poster for the exhibition. In the context of the slideshow, | see it as leading
in to the others. Dallas plays a form of blues that is both very modern and very old, perhaps a mixture of
grunge and ragtime and she has a great voice too. She comes from Melbourne or somewhere round

there”.
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7) Monthly Competition - AUgUSt

“Diunna Greenleaf is from Texas, has a very powerful presence on stage and the kind of voice that proba-
bly usually doesn’t need amplification. A toned monochrome”.

“Sherman Holmes is one of the Holmes Brothers with a
very harmonious sound with its roots in Gospel as much
as Blues. He comes from one of the Southern
States. Partly a colour image and partly a toned mono-
chrome”.

“Smokin’ Joe Kubeck is a Texas-based electric
guitar powerhouse, in partnership with the more
Jazz-based Bnois King. The original image was
very bright and colourful, probably a little too
much so, and | found better feeling and form with
a mainly monochrome”.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8) MONthly Competition - August

“Sue Foley and her drummer with
light filtering in through the
smoke and the drum kit. T don’t
know who the drummer is and
whether he’s Australian or from
overseas. Sue is from Canada
and a fine guitarist. | remember
checking out her first CD at im-
pact records some years ago when
she was only 14”.

“Chris Wilson has been around Australian Rock and Blues
for a long time and I think he’s based in Melbourne. An-
other toned monochrome. Square, diagonal composition,
direct eye contact, hand coming out like a Dali painting”.

“Jimmy Thackery (“Jimmy
Thackery & the Drivers”) has
been around for a long time,
plays in a variety of styles and |
think he’s based in Arkan-
sas. This is just one of those rare
shots that when you take it you
know you’ve nailed the mo-
ment”.
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Editorial - Some Things Change,
Some Things Stay The Same

By Russell Hunt

Those with an eye for detail will notice some
changes in this issue. As well as being a bit shorter,
there is a focus on news items and we don’t have
many of your favourite columns (don't worry they'll
be back).

The reason for these changes is twofold. Firstly, |
have had some personal commitments that have
kept me busy and | will also be doing a bit of globe
trotting early next month. | might even take my digi-
tal box brownie with me! Secondly, and more impor-
tantly is the realisation that we need to move to a
more sustainable model for producing Capital Im-
age.

Capital Image has developed into a quite substantial
magazine rather than being just a simple little club
newsletter. This is a credit to the contributing colum-
nists but it also shows that | had a rush of blood and
was more focused on producing a quality product
rather than a sustainable publication.

Despite the enthusiasm of those involved, the reality
is that producing a monthly 22 page magazine of
this quality is just too much work for an organisation

Letters to the Editor

of our size. Therefore we need a smarter approach
to what and when we publish. We also need to get
a wider group of people involved in producing our
publications so the workload can be spread around
and people can be act a backup when key individu-
als are either away or can no longer do that job.

Current thinking is that we’ll produce a quarterly
Capital Image Magazine which will contain both
news and (a growing) range of informative columns.
In the months when there is ho magazine, we intend
to publish the Capital Image Newsletter which will
focus on CPS news and activities.

This means that there will still be a publication every
month (except Christmas) and our monthly competi-
tion nights, activity nights and excursions will always
be covered. There will always be a continuing em-
phasis on the images and our members enjoying
being involved in the Canberra Photographic Soci-
ety.

We’'d welcome your thoughts on this new strategy
via our Letters To The Editor column..........

Dear Editor

| am a former member of the CPS currently living
overseas. | am still interested in what the CPS is up
to and | love looking at Capital Image. | admire the
range of subjects that it covers and the quality of the
writing and of the reproduction of the images. As
much as anything else, however, | am hugely im-
pressed by the amount of time and effort that must
go into its preparation.

Keep up the great work and please don't drop me
from your contact list.

Regards, David J. Dick

We like receiving Letters to the Editor

Send them and all other Capital Image correspon-
dence, to

Dear Editor.

| attended the last meeting as a newcomer to your
club. | was mightily impressed with the quality of the
newsletter which was thrust into my hands and the
enthusiasm of the members displayed in the news-
letter and present at that meeting. | have just
downloaded the latest newsletter. Wow! If this is
typical of what’s in store | can’t wait to join and par-
ticipate.

| hesitate to mention my name — you might think |
am merely pissing in your pocket, but | am truly ex-
cited,...and thank you. | will be submitting my com-
pleted membership application at the next meeting

An appreciative, Martin
PS: | have mentioned the activities of the club to a

couple of friends. | am hoping they will accompany
me to the next meeting.
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August Activity Night

National Portrait Gallery Presentation
F

On Tuesday 11th of August, Dr Christopher Chapman, Curator of the National Portrait Gallery, talked to
members about portrait photography and how the Gallery was promoting this form of photography.

There was a great deal of discussion about the National Photographic Portrait Prize for 2010 and Dr Chap-
man provide extensive details of how members could enter..........

Members listened intently to Dr Chapman'’s presentation, especially when it came to the procedures for

NEXT ACTIVITY NIGHT - Tuesday 8th September, Digital Work Flow

Malcolm Smith, long time CPS member and professional photographer since 1994, member of the AIPP &
awarded the AIPP Master of Photography, which has recently been updated with a gold bar. Malcolm pro-
duces fine art B&W prints for sale in galleries and will talk about his techniques in digital image processing
workflow. Malcolm will talk about Raw file processing, sharpening techniques, monochrome conversion,
burn and dodge, contrast control and toning techniques. He will also discuss printing and the processing
sequence. Many of the techniques will be of interest to colour workers. The talk will mainly be aimed at the
advanced users.........
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by Competition Information by Competition Director, Murray Foote

o (7

Progressive Competition Results for 2009

Tuesday September 1st will see the judging of our Competition Person Total
Monthly Competition containing both Open and Set o Grade Russell Hunt 157
subject "Abstract" images. Come along and enjoy Judy Parker 145
this interesting evening. Brian Jones 135
Octoberds Mont hlwilbejodgedent | t i on Julie Garran 134
Tuesday the 6th and will include Open and Set sub- Dave Bassett 129.5
ject "Light & Shadow" images. Make sure you enter Graeme Watson 114
some images so we can all enjoy and lean from your Murray Foote 110
work. Mario Sanguinetti 107
Note: Competition Rules are available - Brian Rope 105.5
Margaret Leggoe 101
Marlene Lux 97
Steven Shaw 83.5
AugUSt EXCU rSion Alan Prendergast 75
Andree Lawrey 74
'Tony Brown 72.95
Approximately 10 members met at the National Portrait Richard Marris 595
Gallery on Sunday 23rd of August to view the Vanity Fair Phil McFadden 43.5
Exhibition David Boughey 43
After viewing these iconic images, it was time for more Ross Gould 41
hard photographic work and those present retired to the Jim Mason 35.5
restaurant for lunch. Ray Osmotherly 27
Watch your e-mail for news of the next excursion. ... Joseph Lafferty 21
lan Copland 17
Mark Koehler 16
) ) Rod Nazer 15
ChOpStICkS 'N Pixels B Grade  [Bridget Ayling 7
, — Lindsey Tuck 88
The popularity of our regular pre-meeting dinner at . .
Sammy’s Kitchen seems to be growing. Viv MOII‘ 59.5
Marion Darmody 56
We had 12 members attend prior to last month’s Comp Michael Olive 53
Night and another 10 showed up before the Activity Night. Ukrike Nedomiel 51
As usual there was lots of good discussion and it's a Lisbeth A Westra 49
great way to prepare for a CPS meeting. Paul Livingston 45
Why don’t you come along to the next one? ..... Angela BI’OOKS 36
Trish Grice 35
lan Marshall 24
Bridget Ayling 19
Faramarz Shakibaei 14
Isobel Marris 9
No Name on Card 6
lan Guyer 5
B NP~
Lots of photographic conversation, “What should | order?”
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N O'[ICG BOaI’d Exhibitions, Events and Other Things of Interest

Call for Entries

The National Portrait Gallery invites all Australian residents to enter the National Photographic Portrait Prize
2010. The exhibition will be displayed in the Gallery from 19 February to 26 April 2010 and then tour a num-
ber of Australian capital cities and regional centres. The $25,000 Prize generously donated by Visa is an
annual event intended to promote the very best in contemporary photographic portraiture by both profes-
sional and aspiring Australian photographers. Entries close 1 November 2009.

NY Exhibitions: National Youth Self Portrait
SIS Prize 2009

Sydney's Hugh Marchant won the National Youth Self Portrait Prize 2009 for his multimedia self portrait,
Hugh. With considerable patience and an intriguing use of video, sound and TV technology, Marchant's
contribution stood out amongst a strong field of self portraits. National Youth Self Portrait Prize 2009 final-

ists are on display in the National Portrait Gallery until 13 September. An online exhibition shows an addi-
tional seventeen selected works.

Photo Access: Hang It Yourself Exhibition

A photomedia take on street art, HIY (Hang it Yourself) 2009 will show in the HUW DAVIES GALLERY from
1 to 20 September 2009. see
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MEMBERSHIP FORM

Canberra Photographic Society

I/We apply for A a new membership A a membership renewal V required
for A Individual($110) A Family($160) A Student / Concession($50) V required

NOTE : Membership at the concession rate is only available to full time students and Australian disability
or age pensioners. Proof of eligibility in the form of a valid student card or Australian Government
Pensioner Concession Card is required.

| apply for membership of the Canberra Photographic Society (Incorporated) and agree to abide by the con-
stitution and rules of the Society.

Mr A Mrs A Ms A Dr A V required or write alternative title ...

Surmname ..o Given Name (S) «vvvvvinieiiiiiiiiieeen,

Contact Details:

R 1=
CitY ceeee Postcode............ State .........
Telephone (Work) ...........ccceene. (Home) ....oveveinininnnns

A (V if required) Please subscribe my email address to the Capital Image newsletter and the

Canberra Photographic Society's email list so that | will receive up to date info about meetings, ac-
tivities and about photographic events around the region. My email address will NOT be traded,
sold or passed on to any other organisations or individuals.

Email address for Capital Image newsletter ...

Email address for contact if different from above............ccooooiiiiiii i Same

Membership fee of $........ccoueeeee to be paid by one of these methods:

1. PREFERRED — Electronic funds transfer to Canberra Photographic Society’s bank account
Westpac Bank Civic ACT  BSB 032-719 Acct No 23-7953
PLEASE enter your name in the payment information field so that we can identify the depositor

2. Cheque posted to The Treasurer
Canberra Photographic Society
G.P.O. Box 857
CANBERRA ACT 2601
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Important Dates

September September 2009
Tuesday 6. 15pm Chopsticyos |0 NePi|x edys Thu Eri Sat sun
1st August 8pm Projected Image
Portfolio Comp 1 2 3 4 5 6
Tuesday 6. 15pm Chopst ks7 o] 8 elgs 10 1 12 13
8th 8.00pm Digital Workflow by 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Malcolm Smith
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
TBA Excursion
28 29 30
October October 2009
Tuesday 6.15pm Chopsti cl\koﬁc' 6 N‘uepi X S\I(Ieds Thu Fri Sat Sun
6th 8pm Light Shadow &
Open Comp 1 2 3 4
Tuesday 6. 15pm Chopst (ksr’ ol E el7s 8 9 10 11
13th 8.00pm Six of the best - Got
some images you 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
2
want to show? 19 120 21 22 23 24 25
TBA Excursion 26 27 28 29 30 31

Information and Contacts

Canberra Photographic Society
GPO Box 857, Canberra, 2001, ACT

e-mail: canberra_photographic@hotmail.com
URL:

New Member Information:
Membership Form:

Meeting and Activity Calendar:

See some of our images at:

. CPS Flickr Group

. Projected Image category of our Monthly Competition
Note: Projected Images and images from last year’s Heide Smith Workshop are now available
through the CPS website.

Capital Image e-mail:
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