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Peter Fitzpatrick, was the judge for

September Augustos projected i m:
competition.
2009 Peter is from the School of Art at
Contents the ANU where he lecturers in pho-

tomedia, is the supervising lecturer
of the Inkjet Research Facility and
the coordinator of the Photospace
Gallery.
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He provided entertaining com-
ments about the images and pro-
vided a substantial amount of valu-
able advice.
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- Peter Fitzpatrick gave useful comments on images
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Peter chose MargardhelLAELgdasod sSnmmadr afshel iR si ¢
winning entry. He noted that nature photography of this quality required high
Membership Form 14  levels of technical skill, patience and understanding of the subject matter.

Notice Board 13

Important Dates 15 Margaret provided the following description of her winning portfolio:

Informationand Conte15 A For a couple of years now, | have been pu
bird and other wildlife photos. Why? Because time spent observing nature
somehow gives me im-
mense pleasure, and if |
can record some of it, then
that is a bonus.

| thought | would put to-
gether a portfolio of wildlife
photographed at one of my
favourite locations over the
past year. But the diver-
gent species, ranging from
foxes to ducks and weebills
did not sit well together as
a collection. Instead, | de-
cided to select a group of
birds from the ACT based
on some common feature,
in this case, size. So
really, it was the birds, not
I, who decided the portfolio.

At great embarrassment to
my offspring, | waddle off

Brown Thornbill

(Continued on page 2)
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into the bush in the early hours of
the morning pushing an old wheel-
chair laden with my gear. The
ideal location for small birds is a
small clearing, where | can push
my chair between bushes on one
side, the other side having a mix-
ture of dead and foliated
branches. | have joined the Can-
berra Ornithological Group, from
whom | learn which locations are
most frequented by birds.

Once comfortably set up in my
wheel chair, with a camouflage
bag pulled over me and the cam-
era, | can remain fairly still for up
to 2 hours, though it usually only
takes about 20 minutes for the
birds to forget | am there.

| use a 300 mm. f2.8 prime lens
with a x2 extender, and mono-
pod. | rarely use a polarizing filter
because | generally work within
two hours of sunrise when the light
is soft. Bracketing and high speed
continuous shooting are essential Red-Browed Finch
because one often switches rap-
idly from focusing on a bird high in
a tree with the sky behind to one
low down. It is also essential to
have the sun behind you. Even
with side lit birds, the colour is
poor and the autofocus has more
difficulty.

Afterwards, in Photoshop, | prefer
Lab mode to saturate the colours
just a little. If sharpening where
there is fine detail | use unsharp
mask with a low radius and low
threshold, sometimes setting the
|l ayer t o Afidar ker
those ugly bright halos.

| really dondt h
the collection, but | guess if |
wanted a painting done, the Brown
Thornbill perched on the edge of
the richly coloured brown and
green foliage would be the best
subjecto.

Yellow-Faced Honeyeaters

(Continued on page 3)
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Wee Bill

ontinued on page 4)

Yellow Rumped Thornbill
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Diamond Finch

Silver Eye (Continued on page 5)
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Our judge though that Dave Bassettds portfolio was wor

Dave explained that Cénbera ang énrchitbcourei All except 'BabeloatetHDR's proc-
essed in Photomatix and 'tweaked' in Photoshop.

| figured Babel probably didn't fit into the theme so much as it is more of a landscape, but | like the image
and decided to include it anyway. | also concluded that it really needed a shot of 'new' Parliament House,
but I didn't have anything suitable. | have since rectified this situation (too late).

It was great to feature in the winning entries and | thought Margaret was a very worthy overall winner. The
patience and skill to consistently take good bird phot

Babel

Museum Skyline (Continued on page 6)
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Night At The Museum

Observatory
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Old Parliament House (Continued on page 7)
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Walkway
Murray Footeds portfolio was also highly commended anoi¢
image.
AThe first image shows Dallas Frasca and GehisfsfSteM8ur r an

Foxds pick as the i mage f dmrthetcdntextqs thesstideshowfleee itdsheading x hi bi t
in to the others. Dallas plays a form of blues that is both very modern and very old, perhaps a mixture of
grunge and ragtime and she has a great voice too. She comes from Melbourne or somewhere round

thereo.
(Continued on page 8)
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