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Monthly Competition - June 
Our judge for the evening was Ruth 

Hingston, a visual artist who enjoys 

working with a diverse range of mixed 

media. Her art practice is informed by 

a background in drawing, textiles and 

fashion. She enjoys exploring the ten-

sions of paradoxical observations. 

For many years Ruthôs work has ex-

plored the subtle relationships be-

tween interiors and exteriors. Her 

work has focused on the complex in-

teractions between these spaces and 

the perceptions of the people who live 

in them - landscapes, houses and 

daily domestic life.  

Ruthôs judging was based on her 

wider understanding of design and her 

experience in working collaboratively with photographers. 

The image of the night, and the only one to score a 5, was David Bougheyôs 

striking shot of a dandelion.  Ruth commented on the clarity, simplicity and sym-

metry of the image.  As a projected image it had a lot of impact when thrown up 

on the large screen and the title ñDocking Stationò had a lot of appeal. 

David explained how the image began as an exercise in testing the narrower 

depth of field of a new f2.8 

lens.    

ñSearching my backyard for 

subjects I found several 

dandelions and this one, with 

half the seeds missing, 

caught my attention.  I angled 

the dandelion to create the 

outer circle.  The image was 

later cropped to the square 

format and I burnt in the 

background to further remove 

any distractions.  I think the 

image presents a different 

view of a common subject, 

allowing a glimpse of inner 

structure while still conveying 

the exterior softnessò.  
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Ruth Hingston judged our  

June Competition 

Docking Station by David Boughey 



 

Capital Image - July 2009, published by the Canberra Photographic Society  Page 2 

Our judge appreciated the following images which were all awarded a score of 4. 

 

Dave Bassettôs environmental portrait of a camel driver and friend, 

drew praise from our judge who thought it was the type of photo-

graph you could expect to see in National Geographic.   

Dave explained that it was taken near Manvar (Rajasthan India) in 

February last year. ñThe guy was one of our drivers on a desert ride 

and was pretty keen to pose for us. I guess I was just trying to get a 

reasonable portrait of him with his trusty steed and I was reasonably 

happy with the resultò. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil McFadden  used a Canon 350D and a zoom at 300mm to 

take this image of a Brahminy Kite. It seeks to portray the birdôs 

majesty. Phil also wanted to convey a sense of peace and the 

feeling that this magnificent predator "owned" the beach.  

 

 

 

 

Judy Parker explains that ñI took three photographs of the girl 

behind the counter in the cafe where we all met at the end of the 

CPS 'environmental portrait' excursion to the markets. In this one 

she leaned forward attentively to take a customer's order and I 

loved the subtlety of the light, the expression on her face and her 

reflection in the counter top. I used ambient light, with the 

camera's fill flash to ensure her face was fully illuminatedò.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Koehler thought that the appeal of this image was 

the cute and cuddly duckling and the uncluttered 

background. He also thought that the combination of a 

fast lens and the low angle to the water also helped make 

it work. 
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Camel Driver by Dave Bassett 

Image by Judy Parker 

Image by Mark Koehler 

Brahminy Kite by Phil McFadden 


