Capital Image

published by the

Canberra Photographic Society

Large number of entries at our
February Competition night

Our judge, Steve Lovegrove

, had a very
big workload as we had nearly 80 en-
tries in the first competition for 2009.
This was more than any competition
night last year.
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involved in the ACMPOSs
Vivid.
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Steve Lovegrove hard at work judging the Steveds ] ud g in g sty | e w
February Competition informative and consistent and unlik
Member Profile éé.. ormative and consistent and uniike
many he was prepared to score images across the full range of the 1 - 5 scale.
. _ Whilst some of his judgments were harder than what we usually get, especially
Ropeods Rambl igScrdye, entrarffs seemed to be accepting of his approach because he fo-
cused on what was needed rather than what
News from t he qualityhokhis cemneents were greatly apprecrated by members and we hope to

benefit from his expertise again.

Competition | fhifere wéré 8 images drawn from colour,
mono and projected categories that received
the hrq(hes ratrng of 5. Fbl” details of com-
petltlon scores can be rLound on page 10.
Due to space limitations we are only able to
Me mber shi p Fo gigplagthese thp-rated images.

Chopsticks

Image of the night went to Old Timer by
Event Cal endaRys8dl Hunt. Stév liked the connection
made with the subject, particularly the eyes
Info & Contact Details .12  but he also noted that the brim of the hat
should be darker. Russell explained that i |
spent 30 minutes talking with this old bloke
whilst he busked at the Eumundi Market in
Queensland. He told me he also liked tak-
ing photographs and had been doing so
since he was eight years old. | wanted to
show his warmth and the connection be-

N Old Timer by Russell Hunt
tween uso Pentax K10D, Pentax 50-135mm lens
50mm, ISO 400, 2.8, 1/500

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1) Large number of entries at our February Competition night

Steve Longrove praisesdAndr ee Lawr ey 6 Nat i oldeavbs pMasadehatthe difierert a g e
frames were still visible in this panorama because it suited the image and it made it very distinctive. Andree
noted that the image fAdraws on s e ¥Fiet tlelNatibnalyWasewnisaf i nspi
favourite subject of mine. Second, Ed Whalan's stunning exhibition 'Beyond Bordertown' -- shown at
PhotoAccess and X Gallery, Bungendore in 2008 (see http://www.photoaccess.org.au/?g=node/11) -- was

a revelation for me. | picked a central vantage point and shot a series of overlapping images, hand-held, as

| pivoted from left to right. | used a wide angle zoom, a small aperture and aperture priority metering. | shot
several sequences, batch processed the RAW images in Adobe Photoshop Lightroom 2 and let Photoshop
CS4 do the stitching, choosing the ‘cylindrical' option. The overlapping panels effect seen here was an
accident -- | guess | must have forgotten to check the 'merge layers' box -- but | liked the result better than
the smooth, ‘correct' stitches | got from the other sequences. It didn't occur to me to fix the technical flaws
(lens flare, uneven exposure, wavy edges) in Photoshop, because | felt they all contributed to the images's
distinctive, slightly surreal charactero.

National Museum Montage by Andree Lawrey: Nikon D700, wide angel lens

Steve Longrove also gave top marks to these two images by Judy Parker.

He loved the detail in Frosted Tire Scroll and appreciated how all 4
component images were of high quality.

Texture and the graphic arrangement of the rails were the things that
i mpressed St e VramtrackstintegeJ udy 6 s

In commenting on her images Judy noted that:

iThe Frosted Tyre Scroll is a verti
one very frosty morning. There were four "scrolls" (originally intended to be
presented unmatted) in the series, celebrating the varied character of frost
crystals on tyres (this one) and al

Tramtracks is from a (self evident) series called "Underfoot". | was intrigued
by the graphic quality in the pattern of lines and textures formed by the

rails set into several different pourings of concrete, at the Sydney Tramway
Museum, Sutherland (on the southern

Tramtracks by Judy Parker Frosted Tire Scroll by Judy Parker

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2) Large number of entries at our February Competition night

Dave Bassett also received top marks for two of his images. Steve Lovegrove noted that it is difficult to

take memorable images of frequently photographed landmarks. He felt that these images rose above the

pack because of superb lighting and colour achieved by expert use of the High Dynamic Range (HDR)
techniqgue. The fact that they didndét | ook |ike HDR i ma

Dave has described the images by saying:

fiNatures Arch is formation located near Lockard Gorge (Port Campbell National Park) on the Great Ocean
Road, Victoria. The image is a three exposure HDR with the maximum exposure being about 30 seconds. |
took several shots after the sun went down to see how my 50D would perform in low light condi-

tions. Lens: Canon L24-105 (47mm). Sunset Taj was taken early 2008. It is also a three exposure HDR,
processed in Photomatix and Photo shop. Lens: Sigma 10-20 zoom (10mm).

Natures Arch by Dave Bassett Sunset Taj by Dave Bassett

Mar | e n esensunus émage, Linda James, attracted high praise from Steve Longrove. He noted that it
is difficult to photograph pregnant women, but that this was an excellent example.

In talking about the image, Marlenesaidfit hi s was my favorite i mage from a 3
model was totally open to do what was asked of her and she was very relaxed and comfortable. This im-
age tries to show the model's sense of calmness and simplicity. The image was taken with a Canon 5D
shooting through a fine .curtain =-~F ~~ " light

Steve Longrove also gave a 5 to
In Your Face by Russell Hunt
because of its impact, technical
quality and connection with the
subject.

Russelltellshowit hi s we
shot of a manic musician taken
at the Eumundi Markets in
Queensland. He saw me pass-
ing by and started hamming it up
for the camera. | zoomed right in
(effective 200mm) and took this
full frame headshot. | wanted
the glasses and the mike to con-
nect so | went black and white
and then pushed things to the

ma X to get the sttt eL%daJamesby arlene Lux

In Your Face by Russell Hunt
Pentax K10D, Pentax 50-135mm lens Canon 5D, ISO 100, 1/125th, f9

There were many other terrific images exhibited on the night and the complete competition result can be
seen on page 10.

2009 |l ooks Iike itdbs going to be a good year which wil
butions. E
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Greetings one and all , t

Co | umiCapitalnimage, the new look CPS
newsletter compiled and edited by Russell Hunt.
Whilst Russell may be the editor, this is your publica-
tion and its success is down to each one of you. If
you have any great ideas or articles or images talk to
Russell or drop him an e-mail at

The Canberra Photographic Society has got off to a
flying start in 2009 with a good turn out of people
and images for the February competition. We had a
full house for the Activity night when David Patterson
presented a portfo-

umn

theé standirsy fomthis position in 2009 anel ad che n't 0 s

else has indicated a willingness to stand for this
position. Please take a moment to reflect on
whether this is something that you could under-
take to give a little back to the Society. If you
think that you might be able to do this but are
not sure what is involved, have a chat to our
current secretary David Boughey at the next
CPS meeting or drop him an e-mail at

Another item for consideration will be setting the
Membership Fees for 2009. Any decision to increase

lio of his work with
a focus on the
Urban Landscape
including many fine

Please consider if you can assist by standing for one of the
CPS Office Bearer positions or a Committee Member.

the membership
fees will not be
retrospective so |
strongly recom-

images shot on

infra red film. We also had a very successful evening
excursion to the National Museum of Australia. You
will see a few photographs from the excursion on
page 6 There are more photos at the CPS Flickr site:

If you would like to see more great shots or if you
would like to get feedback on any of your work come
along to the March Activity night at 8:00pm on the
3rd of March.

See for more
detalils.

Note the March activity night is on the first Tuesday

mend that you get
in early and pay your membership fees now. Mem-
bership fees can be paid by electronic funds transfer
(EFT), cheque or cash. EFT is the preferred method
of payment but please remember to include your full
name in the payment information field so that our
Treasurer is able to identify who has paid. Please
see the payment details form at the end of this news-
letter for more information.

So far fewer than 20 people have paid their 2009
membership fees. Room hire and insurance are just
two of the many significant expenses for the CPS
and which are covered by the membership fees and
without which the CPS would cease to operate. Ac-

in March and the
March Competition
is on the 2nd Tues-

So far fewer than 20 people have paid their 2009 membership fees.

cordingly, I urge all
those who have
not yet paid to do

day (10 March).
The set topic for the March comp is Water which
should give you oceans of creative scope.

The most important meeting for the month, indeed
the most important meeting for the year, is the AGM,
which will be held in Room 6 at the Griffin Centre on
17 March commencing at 8:00pm. An agenda for the
AGM will be distributed prior to the meeting.

Critical items on the agenda include:
+ election of Office Bearers and the Committee
¢ Membership Fees for 2009

Please take time to consider if you can assist
the CPS by standing for one of the Office
Bearer positions or a Committee Member. Our
current Secretary has indicated that he will not

SO as soon as pos-
sible. Let try and make life a little easier for Tony
Brown, our new volunteer Treasurer.

Last weekend | took time to view the exhibition of
Roger Ball ends
This is a confronting body of work and not what most
people would put up on their lounge room wall. It is
however well worth seeing for the political state-
ments it makes as well as for the psychological and
philosophical insights of the photographer not to
mention the artistic and technical merits of the work.
Brutal, Tender, Human, Animal is on at the National
Library until 29th March. For more information see:

| encourage all to view this exhibition. E

phot ography
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Editorial by Russell Hunt

Welcome to your Capital Image, a newsletter de- coll aboration and fun amongst
signed to inform, motivate and involve allthemem- her e because we enjoy photogr a
bers of the Canberra Photographic Society in a the most out of the Canberra Photographic Society
growing range of photographic activities. by contributing our efforts, knowledge and images.
Capital Image will include the best of past publica-  To help this interaction, from now on Capital Image
tions like Cassette, Photon and News From The will have a Letters to the Editor column. Send your
Ether as well a new columns showcasing the talents comments, suggestions and criticisms to
of our members and photographic information. This editorc ps @gmai | . com and as
will be in a single publication ing libelous or offensive then it
with a new format which will will be published.
evolve as we get the hang of Letters to the Editor, and any other o .
things. ? ? newsletter correspondence are to be As for future edltorlals_, lintend to
) _ sent to editor-cps@gmail.com use this column to write about
Il &m hoping to publish at t he st ar ideasrelatedtophotography.
of the month before each com- Feel free to tear my unapologeti-
petition night but you will notice cally opinionated comments to
that the content may change a bit from issue to is- shreds via the Letters to the Editor column.

sue. This is because all our regular contributors are
volunteers and there will be times when a column
wondét appear because | if Mi nd
such occasions will provide even more opportunities  Steve Shaw, Dave Bassett, Judy Parker, Andree
for new people to cont r i haweg Marlang Luy, daie Neeaham,Bean Bopa, e
be continually inviting (nagging) more members to David Boughey, Murray Foote.

write articles.

Il 6d Ili ke to thank the f ol
éo thés (felr?t |Sssu? Or]; Capl"halelma\%eai v,

Finally, let me apologise in advance for any errors or
I must confess to a hidden agenda. | want Capital omissions in this first issue of Capital Image. | know
Image to promote a greater sense of involvement, there will be a few rough edges. E

ACt|V|ty N|ght by David Boughey

For our February Activity Night we welcomed David tographic work for ADFA 1 allowing us an opportu-
Paterson, a local professional photographer, to pre- nity to understand more about the life of a working
sent some of his work. professional photographer, as well as gain a little
insight into ADFA itself. Whi | e some of
sponsibilities involves the more standard portraiture
work, he also has some quite interesting and un-
usual photographic opportunities - as David pointed
out, it is not every photographer who gets to direct
the positioning of hovering military helicopters for a
photo-shoot! The second part of
tion was on his after hours photography i with a fo-
cus on his beautiful landscape photography includ-
ing his more recent work on urban landscapes but
The CPS has benefited from his experience in the also extending to some portrait photography.

past in terms of judging competition nights and we
thought it was time to view and learn about some of
his own images. With an almost full house of CPS
members and visitors in attendance, David began
the evening with a presentation of some of his pho-

David is a full time professional photographer at the
Australian Defence Force Academy and is also in-
volved in the Australian Institute of Professional Pho-
tographers. He was the AIPP ACT Professional
Photographer of the Year 2007, winning awards in
six categories. Last year David was busy serving on
committees and taking part in a number of exhibi-
tions as part of the Vivid Photographic Festival,
which he informed us would be back in a few years.

Daviddés commentary was i
and several of the audience stayed to talk to him
after the presentation. E
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EXCU rS|On to the Australian National Museum

Thanks to our Activity Co-ordinator Richard Marris All work and no play is a very bad thing so we all
and participating members, we had a very success- packed up about 8.30pm and headed into Tossalini's
ful gathering at the Australian National Museum on in Civic for a Coffee (some of us even had wine) and
Tuesday the 17th of February. a chat. It was a really enjoyable way to end an ex-

llent evening.
About a dozen members started cellent evening

to arrive from 7pm onwards so
they could take advantage of
the setting sun. There were
plenty of clouds about so we
were all keeping our fingers
crossed hoping for a good sun-
set. Whilst we didn't get the control depth of field. For an-
sunset we wanted there was other it was a chance to talk
quite a bit of colour in the sky Members At Work by Dave Bassett about a new computer so they
as the sun set so there is bound to be some interest- could set up their own digital darkroom. This is a
ing twilight sky shots show up in future competitions. great to see and with your involvement we can ex-
pand these opportunities for sharing and learning
from one another.

One thing | noticed is that peo-

ple began to talk, exchange

information and learn from one

another. For one member it was

the first time theyoc
ally adjusted their aperture to

Later in the evening the lights came on and the fan-
tastic shapes of the Australian National Museum
really came alive. Its a wonderful location for taking
creative shots as can be seen from Dave Bassett's
innovative image of CPS Members At Work with
their cameras. A few more shots from the evening
are shown below

The next excursion is scheduled for the 22nd of April

An opportunity to get to know one of our

Member PrOﬁIe members and their photography

Tate Needham made himself well known last year by submitting a

substantial body of work at Canberra Photographic Society competition
nights. Tate's work was regularly praised by our judges and appreciated by
members. Tate topped the B Grade category in 2008 and will now be com-
peting in A Grade. He's obviously a highly motivated photographer who is
rapidly developing his photographic craft and artistic capabilities. Tate is de-
termined to pursue a photographic life and has made significant professional
and personal commitments to doing just that.

Q When did you start photography and what got you involved?

A Ive always loved playing around with cameras and taking photos, but during xmas 2007 | got my nose
into the Photograph Australia book by Steve Parish that inspired me to take things a little more seri-

ously. Still with my point-and-shoot Canon S3 | started experimenting mainly with nature, macro and land-
scape photography. During 2008 | started an online photography course and realised I'd like to pursue
photography more seriously - | ended the year working full time in the Photography section at CIT and run-
ning my own photography business - see I've also been keeping a blog
(mostly) up to date with how things are progressing at

(Continued on page 7)

Capital Imaged March 2009, published by the Canberra Photographic Society Page 6


http://www.t8photography.com
http://ThroughMyNewLens.blogspot.com

(Continued from page 6) Member Profile Tate Needham
Q Why did you join the CPS?

A The number one reason was to get some feedback on my photos. The competition nights were great

for this as you usually get good critical assessment by the judge, and a bit of peer review from others in the
club. The other reason was to meet new people and just get involved more with the photography scene in

Canberra.

Q Do you have a favorite type of photography and if so, why?

A love doing landscape and nature photography. | love the outdoors, bushwalking, camping, etc, and
photography fits in really well with these activities! One of my main sources of income at the moment is
Wedding Photography. A year ago | wouldn't have dreamed of photographing someones wedding, but now
| really enjoy the challenge and it's great to spend time with people celebrating such a fantastic day in their
lives.

Q Can you show us some of your favorite photographs and why do you like them?

A These are some of my favorite photos. The blue wren is in there not because it's a fantastic photo, but
because it took me hours and hours to get a close shot that wasn't
blurry.... those little buggers jump around a lot, so it was definitely
the challenge that makes me appreciate this shot (it was also with
a little Canon point-and-shoot which made it even harder!).

The windmill at sunrise will probably be my long term favorite
photo; it scored well at the CPS competition night and also won
Landscape photo of the year at the Steve Parish "Photograph Aus-
tralia” website.

The photo of the foliage is something | just like - the saturated
greens and the simple composition does it for me.

Q What do you want to do with your photography in the future?

A 1 wantto build up a strong portfolio of landscape and nature
photographs with the aim to have an exhibition. | also want to con-
tinue learning both the artistic and technical sides of photography. |
also want to grow my photography business so that | don't need a
"day job".

Q What do you like about the Canberra Photographic Society and how would you like to see it develop in
the future?

A Ilike the fact that it's a very active group of people. The competition nights have been very useful for
me and the excursions have been fun. In the future I'd like to see more excursions as this really encour-
ages me to get out there and experiment. I'd like to see a big variety of locations and possibly day (or even

weekend) trips out of Canberra.
(Continued on page 8)
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This is the first issue of a regular column about hap-  zine, IMAGE, which is published bi-monthly, and

penings in the Australian Photography, published monthly. The So-
(APS) For those who don't  ciety also offers 3 other magazines at a discount:
know the APS is Australia's national body for individ- Digital Photography + Design, Capture, and Photo
ual photographers (primarily enthusiast amateurs) Imaging & News.

and camera clubs. | am a past National President
and am currently Chair of the Electronic Digital Imag-
ing Division (EDID).

As well as EDID, | am a member of the Contempo-
rary Division which caters for a wide range of individ-
ual interpretations of photographic imaging. The
EDID is currently conducting its first EDID members' Chair of that Division is Kay Mack. She is visiting
competition for 2009. | am trying to decide what im-  Canberra on 9 and 10 March and has arranged a get
ages to enter, in both the Open and Creative Sec- -together of local Contemporary Division members
tions. Maybe one of whilst she is here. We have each been asked to take
these? along 2-3 prints to show and discuss with each

The APS aims to other. | might take these along:

promote, improve
and share photogra-
phy within Australia.
Its Website is well
worth a visit. It por-
trays images from
many of its mem-
Melbourne ~ bers. Itis packed full
of information, from
how to achieve your
Honours to the latest
National and Inter-
national competi-
tions. There is a Fo-
rum for members
only and Web-based
folios, for members
to share and com-
ment on each others
Marlin Fleet Mystery 3 images. This has
become one of the
most important aspects to members of the Society.
The Website also displays the Divisional newsletters
and links to many different Web galleries, competi-

Making His Escape

tions and various information. You might be tempted Play & Reality
to join. Each full subscription to APS includes a sub- £
scription to two magazines: the Societyds own maga-

(Continued from page 7) Member Profile Tate Needham

Q Do you have a favorite online photographic website and is there a website where we can see some of
your photographic work?

A Not really... my flickr account is not very up to date and has mostly holiday snaps and wedding photos
on it so it's not the best example of my work unless you're into wedding photos... | skim through a rather
large list of blogs in my rss reader every day. Nothing really stands out but | do love keeping up with the
latest and greatest cameras via dpreview and drooling over the next thing on nikonrumours.com :). E
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