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June CPS Competition –  
‘Patterns in Nature’ and 
‘Open’  
 
The June competition had “Patterns 
in Nature” as the set subject, along 
with the usual Open category, and 
again there was a large entry. 
Judge of the night was Stephen 
Herrick, lawyer, raconteur, photo 
thinker and concise commentator. 
Stephen has a great ability to com-
ment fully and usefully on photos 
without being long-winded, with the 
result that we were in no danger of 
a late night finish, and were also not 
left frustrated by comments that did-
n’t get to the point.  
 
Stephen’s approach in judging was 
different – because some subject 
matter can look good without much 
input from the photographer, he 
looked at how much the camera 
user had put into the photo. It is, af-
ter all, easy to point’n’click on a sub-
ject that presents itself “ready-
made” to the photographer, without 
requiring timing, or waiting for the 
light to come right, or finding a view-
point that translates the ordinary 
into something seen individually and 
in a way that communicates that 
‘seeing’ to the viewer of the picture.  
 
Naturally it can be hard to disentan-
gle the subject as it was from the 
subject as it appears in the final 
photograph, but it seems to me a 
useful thought to keep in mind. How 
much are we “value adding” - as an-
other judge expressed it - to the fi-

nal picture. Or, to re-quote from 
Wolf Suschitsky (see my article/
discussion with Brian Rope in 
the April Cassette) –  
 

Wolf… finds some contemporary 
photography disappointing. ‘I 
miss the sense of the person be-
hind the camera’, he says. ‘It has 
become so easy to take pictures 
– it’s all done by the camera and 
people just point and shoot. I am 
shocked by prizes given to snap-
shots…”   He went on to de-
scribe the winning image of a 
major portrait prize – ‘this was all 
done by the camera and there 
was no contribution by the pho-
tographer’.  
 

It was an informative and 
thought-provoking night, and be-
cause we were able to start on 
time and had a succinct com-
mentary from the judge, it was 
also possible to have a non-
rushed tea break, allowing for 
the all-important informal discus-
sions to take place.  

Stephen Herrick judging  
the June competition 
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ACTIVITIES  REPORT 2007  
Coming Events:  

 
JULY 2007 
 
Tuesday 10 July :  
(Venue - Please note - Griffin Centre, Room 
7). Bob Cooper as guest speaker. 
     Bob's long association as a friend and 
competition judge is known to many of our 
Society members. He joins us on the night in 
presenting his own personal images including 
those taken throughout his impressive photo-
graphic career at the ANU.         
      
 
 
Tuesday 17 July :   
(Venue - Griffin Centre, Room 7).  
Michael Thorne as guest speaker.  
     Local wedding and portrait photographer 
Michael Thorne has enjoyed considerable 
success in the industry and AIPP awards 
spanning several years. A long standing 
judge and presenter for our Society over two 
decades, Michael has now offered to show-
case some of his stunning imagery and offer 
us a few hot tips into the bargain.        
 
 
 

Recent Activities Reports:  
 
JUNE 2007 
 
Tuesday 12 June : (Venue - Photo Access)  
Members were treated to a fine display of im-
ages taken by those who participated in the 
recent helicopter flights over Canberra. Also 
shown were many interesting images from 
members' recent travel experiences locally 
and abroad.      
 
Tuesday 19 June :  (Venue - Photo Access).  
Members and guests enjoyed demonstra-
tions of 'digital darkroom' techniques plus 
Part 2 of the digital Overseas International 
Exhibition presentation seen in earlier weeks. 
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This year's exhibition is scheduled to open 
at Strathnairn Gallery in west Belconnen 
on 1st September and run for several 
weeks thereafter.  
     Rules for submission of images will be 
publicised over the next few weeks, how-
ever in the meantime, members who wish 
to participate should begin making deci-
sions on what they intend to exhibit.  
     This year all images being submitted for 
this exhibition will need to be framed under 
suggested guidelines to follow.    
 
 
 
 
 
Australian Interstate Photographic  

Competition 2007.  
 
Being held this year in conjunction with  
APSCON' 07 in Albury, entries are pres-
ently being sought from members of the So-
ciety and The Southside Camera Club to 
compete against the other States for the 
coveted Alan Moran Trophy.  
     Please prepare to submit slides, digital 
images, monochrome and colour prints for 
local selection to meet the entry specifica-
tions being distributed on the July competi-
tion night. 
 
 
Jim Mason 
 
 

Photographs on front page—dancer 
and June’s competition judge— 

by Ross Gould.  
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Competition Leaders 
 
 
A Mono  
28  Rod Nazer 
21  Judy Parker 
19  Brian Jones 
 
A Colour 
28  Ross Gould 
22  Julie Garran 
22  Steven Shaw 
 
A Proj 
24  Tony Brown 
14  Steven Shaw 
13  Ian Copland 
 
B Proj 
26  Faramarz Shakibaei 
17  David Boughey 
8  Joccoaa Phillips 
 
B Prints 
30  Mario Sanguinetti 
25  David Boughey 
13  Andree Lawrey 
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Competition Results — 
June 2007 

 
Brian Jones D (A Mono) 

Graeme Watson M (A Mono) MD (A Proj) 
Murray Foote MD (A Mono) 

Ross Gould M (A Mono), M (A Colour) 
Marion Millikan M (A Mono) 

Steven Shaw M (A Colour) M A Proj) 
Brian Rope D (A Colour) M (A Proj) 

Judy Parker DD (A Colour) M (A Proj) 
Jim Mason M (A Colour) 
Tony Brown D (A Proj) 

Marlene Lux (MM A Proj) 
Faramarz Shakibaei DM (B Proj) M (B 

Prints) 
David Boughey D (B Proj) M (B Prints) 

Mario Sanguinetti MDN! (B Prints) 
Joccoaa Phillips M (B Prints) 

Ross MacDonald MD (B Prints) 
 

Photograph by Judy Parker 
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Continuing Issues of Photography 
in Public Places 

 

In the May 2007 Cassette (still accessible on 
the CPS website) I provided some commen-
tary along with large extracts from an editorial 
published in f/stop, the newsletter of the Fed-
erated Camera Clubs of NSW, regarding the 
right to take photographs in public places and 
of people in public places.  
 
The June issue has a further note, regarding 
a query sent to the office of the Federal Attor-
ney-General, Phillip Ruddock. To quote:  
 
Ruddock-No To  
"Camera Free" Public Areas  
The April 2007 issue of fstop included an arti-
cle titled "Are You a Camera Pervert?". The 
article dealt with reports of legislation being 
under consideration that would place restric-
tions on photography in public places. An en-
quiry was sent to the Attorney General's of-
fice for further explanation of the govern-
ment's intentions in this matter and, a short 
time ago I received a written response. 
 
According to Phillip Ruddock, the article in 
the Sunday Telegraph on 11 March was mis-
leading. He stated that he had "no intention 
of enacting legislation to ban photography in 
public places nor of asking the States of Ter-
ritories to enact such legislation." He stated 
that the comments to which the article re-
ferred "were directed at the possibility of har-
monising State and Territory laws and of-
fences to regulate unauthorized and invasive 
photographs where people have a reason-
able expectation of privacy.... (These laws)... 
"would not result in a total ban on photogra-
phy in public places..." 
 
The letter provided further information on the 
possibilities of harmonising state legislation 
on inappropriate photography, claiming that 
this will "ensure that Australians as a whole 
acquire a better understanding of when it is, 
or is not, appropriate to take a photo. This will 

also ensure that the rights of legitimate 
photographers are respected." 
 
While this response has provided some 
reassurance that "camera free" areas are 
not likely to be introduced in the immedi-
ate future, I am not sure that the final 
paragraph leaves me feeling entirely se-
cure, given that the definition of a 
"legitimate" photographer is yet to be 
clarified. If you fall into the category of 
"legitimate" photographer, I suggest you 
ensure that your voice continues to be 
heard, regardless of stated intentions at 
this point in time. 
 
For a copy of the letter, please contact 
fcceditor@photographynsw.org.au 
 
The response of the AG seems to me to 
leave more questions unanswered. As 
well as the “legitimate photographer” 
point, I’m disquieted by the statement 
that .... (These laws)... "would not result 
in a total ban on photography in public 
places..."  This to me suggests that con-
sideration is being given to partial bans in 
public places. It should be noted that 
public places, under present legislation, 
do not include areas where people have 
“a reasonable expectation of privacy”, 
such as toilets and change rooms, so 
one might have thought there was no 
need to provide new legislation to cover 
that because it is already dealt with under 
current laws.  
 
As a side note, I heard recently that Vic-
toria is considering new laws to cover 
particular offences such as “up-skirting” 
with cameras – even though the Premier 
acknowledges that malefactors practising 
this behaviour can already be dealt with 
by the law, and have been so dealt with 
in a few recent cases. This attitude, com-
ing from a political leader,  can only fur-
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Competition Topics for 2007 
Murray Foote 

 
We are, I think, fortunate to have an excellent 
range of competition topics for this year: 
  
2007 
Feb     Open 
Mar     Open + People in Motion 
Apr      Open + Unreal 
May     Hedda Morrison Trophy (Prints) -  
     A Theme of Your Choice 
June    Open + Patterns in Nature 
July      Open + Play of Light 
Aug     Digital City Trophy (Projected  
     Images) - Sequence 
Sep     Open + The Passing of Time 
Oct      Open + Abstract 
Nov     Open + Voting 
  
2008 
Feb     Open 
Mar     Open + Abandoned 
 

 ther reinforce the impression that photog-
raphers are “camera perverts” (to use that 
old-style self-righteous language) and 
need to be specifically legislated against. 
Naturally, male photographers will con-
tinue to be seen as more dangerous than 
female photographers— an issue much 
discussed in various forums recently .  
 
The negative view of photography contin-
ues in, of all things, an advertisement cur-
rently on television, promoting Olympus 
cameras. Fred-camera-owner on the 
beach points his camera at some young 
lovelies, immediately the muscle-bound 
ockers appear and head his way with ag-
gressive attitudes, he hides his camera 
and points to a camera-laden Japanese 
tourist, the ockers proceed to physically 
assault the said tourist. Amusing? I find 
the ad appalling for its presentation 
(indeed promotion) of ideas that photogra-
phy is illegitimate and that assaulting pho-
tographers is permissable or amusing. 
The law at present sensibly says no to 
both notions – photography is allowed on 
public beaches, as in other public places, 
and assaulting photographers (or anyone 
else) is a criminal act.  
 
And I’m puzzled as to why Olympus’s ad-
vertising agency thinks their ad will sell 
more Olympus cameras.  
 
Ross Gould  

Photograph by Judy Parker 
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Changes to the Competition Rules  
The following motions were passed at the AGM: 
  
Maximum of 4 entries overall: 
* Each person may enter no more than 4 entries in 
total across all categories in monthly competitions 
(other than portfolio competitions) and in the Image 
of the Year Competitions  
*    No change to the current rule that there may be 
no more than 2 entries in each category 
(Monochrome prints, Colour Prints, B Grade Prints, 
Projected Images etc) 
  
Maximum of 1 Portfolio in Digital City Competi-
tion: 
* Each person may only enter one portfolio in the 
portfolio competitions (Hedda and Digital City)  
* Note:  Persons may still enter two portfolios in the 
Hedda Morrison Competition this year but if so the 
Judge will be instructed to rank the two portfolios.  
If there are significant numbers of entries, second 
portfolios will only be displayed if they received an 
award.  
  
No More Slides in Projected Image Competi-
tions: 
* Slide entries are no longer permitted in the Pro-
jected Image Competition  
  
These changes have taken effect starting from the 
April 2007 Competition. 

 

  
Extract of rules for Digital images in the 
Projected Image Competition: 
  
Images are eligible where they have been taken 
within the previous two years or have been sub-
stantially manipulated within the previous two 
years.  
  
All digital images must be e-mailed 7 days prior 
to the competition to:  competitions@canberra-
photographic.org.au.  
  
All e-mails will be acknowledged by return e-mail 
within 48 hours of receipt.  If you do not receive 
confirmation of receipt within 48 hours you need 
to contact the Projected Image Comp Coordinator 
(Steven Shaw Ph 0413 606 783) or the Competi-
tion Director (Murray Foote Ph 6257 1752) no 
later than 5 days prior to the competition. 
  
Each digital image must comply with the follow-
ing: 
        JPEG format 
        Max size - 1MB  
        Maximum dimensions - 1024 horizontal  
         x768 vertical pixels 
        Colour space - sRGB 
  
Failure to comply with these rules may result in 
disqualification of the entry. 
   
Murray Foote 
Competition Director 
  
 

 Photograph by Brian Rope  Photograph by Brian Rope 


